
 
 
 
 

 
We, the undersigned — activists, representatives of initiative groups, organizations 
and/or their networks, institutions of different legal forms and levels, acting on the 
basis of cooperation and partnership, in our activities in four separate but interlinked 
areas — sexual health, sexual rights, reproductive health, and reproductive rights as 
the fundamental human rights – to contribute to all people achieving the highest 
attainable level of sexual and reproductive health, build and develop healthy and 
prosperous communities, committing to the set of international principles and norms 
regulating the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms and 
representing international human rights standards, in particular guided by: 
 

▪ Sustainable Development Goals — Transforming Our World: the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development. 

▪ Political  Declaration  on  HIV  and  AIDS: On the Fast Track to Accelerating the 
Fight against HIV and to Ending the AIDS Epidemic by 2030. 

▪ Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Acceleration Toolkit. 
▪ Combos Toolkit + Rapid Integrated Assessment. 
▪ A human rights-based approach to data. 

 
Recognizing the indisputable need to create conditions to find comprehensive 
solutions for sustainable development and partnership with all stakeholders in 
addressing the challenges to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals by 
integrating the Sustainable Development Goals into our activities, in particular in the 
areas that focus not on individual Sustainable Development Goals , but on the gaps 
between them, such as the lack or absence of initiatives that can make it possible to 
implement the entire Agenda for the period up to 2030; 
 
Recognizing the need to increase the effectiveness of measures in response to the 
new challenges, in particular to ensure the proper level of public health infrastructure 
and decision-making procedures as well as overcome institutional, legal and socio-
economic barriers that hinder the enforcement of sexual and reproductive rights; 
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Underlining that tackling problems in the area of sexual and reproductive health and 
rights calls for new, inclusive and forward-looking approaches in cross-sectoral 
cooperation; 
 
Recognizing that joint efforts can be made to implement the effective measures to 
reduce stigma and discrimination, especially against key populations, as well as to 
scale up access to the essential services covering sexual health, sexual rights, 
reproductive health, and reproductive rights; 
 
Declaring the intention to take into account and promote the best practices in our 
activities, as well as recognizing the long-term nature of measures to respond to the 
challenges faced by people in the public health system; 
 
Striving to build and strengthen the capacity of organizations from different sectors, 
with a special focus on community-led organizations working in the areas of sexual 
health, sexual rights, reproductive health, and reproductive rights; 
 
Recognizing the high priority of building strong interaction, reliable cooperation and 
lasting partnerships among all stakeholders in order to increase the effectiveness 
of joint actions and overcome the barriers in access to quality health care and legal 
assistance for all who need it, 
 

AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 
 

ARTICLE I. SUBJECT MATTER OF THE MEMORANDUM 
1.1. The main focus of this Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) is ensuring 

multilateral participation of all stakeholders in achieving the goals and objectives 
set forth herein on a voluntary, transparent, ethical, and conscientious basis. 

1.2. With this MoU, the Signatories express their willingness to scale up and 
strengthen cooperation and joint actions in the field of sexual and reproductive 
health and rights in the Eastern Partnership region. Such actions may include 
short-term and/or long-term joint activities. 

1.3. Joint actions under this MoU shall comply with the values and fundamental 
principles set forth herein and the Signatories shall act in accordance with such 
values and principles. 

 

ARTICLE II. VALUES AND FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 

OF THE MEMORANDUM 
2.1. Human being. Human rights and freedoms, life and health, honor and dignity are 

the highest values. 

2.2. Transparency. The MoU Signatories are committed to transparency by providing 
access to information on joint activities to all the stakeholders. The MoU 
Signatories are interested in receiving feedback and sharing the results of their 
joint activities. 

2.3. Team work. The MoU Signatories are part of one team. The MoU Signatories 
encourage direct interaction, cooperation, mutual support and respect to each 
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other. The MoU Signatories realize that building strong partnerships is essential. 
Such partnerships consist of people with various experiences, knowledge, skills, 
talents, and cultures, who are united to achieve their common goal. We share 
knowledge, help each other to achieve success and are proud of our joint 
achievements. 

2.4. Democracy. Any joint actions shall be based on collective decision-making 
principles with an equal impact of the MoU Signatories on the process outcome or 
its significant stages, and the Signatories are free to make their own choice. 

2.5. The MoU Signatories comply with the principles of independence and autonomy 
of the institutions they represent, while at the same time complying with the 
principle of clear division of the areas of influence. 

2.6. Public significance of joint efforts and actions as well as coverage of the required 
topics and issues that can have a positive impact on the achievement of the goals 
and objectives set out herein. 

2.7. Compliance with ethical and legal norms, in particular those that meet positive 
expectations of the MoU Signatories with regard to the behavior and interaction 
among all the stakeholders. 

2.8. The MoU values and fundamental principles do not affect any rights or obligations 
of the MoU Signatories set forth in other agreements or documents, which may be 
signed by the Signatories. 

 

ARTICLE III. GOAL AND OBJECTIVES OF THE MEMORANDUM 
3.1. The goal of this MoU is to create a framework for the joint activities of 

stakeholders, in particular the MoU Signatories, within the initiatives and 
activities, where key practices reflect the interrelated areas of sexual and 
reproductive health and rights. To achieve this goal, we strive to perform the 
following objectives, including but not limited to those described below and 
reflecting the expected range of objectives to be performed: 

3.1.1. Ensure the participation of people specializing in the area of sexual and 
reproductive health and rights in decision-making processes at different 
levels. 

3.1.2. Introduce the process to explicitly include sexual and reproductive health 
and rights in the agenda based on the local context. 

3.1.3. Ensure mobilization of the required resources and development of the 
capacity of people specializing in sexual and reproductive health and rights 
by strengthening organizational structures, with a focus on strengthening 
community systems and providing technical support. 

3.1.4. Systematically expand stakeholder engagement and implement the 
process of integrated stakeholder participation in addressing sexual and 
reproductive health and rights. 

3.1.5. Ensure that the MoU Signatories and other stakeholders in different sectors 
have an opportunity to work together to address financial and 
programmatic gaps and make sure that the fundamental rights of every 
person are promoted, respected, protected, and implemented. 



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
ON JOINT ACTIONS AND COOPERATION IN THE AREA OF 

SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH AND RIGHTS 
IN THE EASTERN PARTNERSHIP REGION 

4/10 

 

 

ARTICLE IV. AREAS OF JOINT ACTIVITIES 
4.1. The Signatories agree on joint actions under this MoU aimed at developing the 

effective strategies as well as mechanisms of their implementation and control in 
the following priority areas: 

4.1.1. Eliminate structural barriers hindering the access to and the effectiveness 
of sexual and reproductive health and rights services and overcome social, 
political, economic and educational barriers in access to such services. 

4.1.2. Support collection and analysis of relevant data in the area of sexual and 
reproductive health and rights, including data that will help to better 
understand the situation in the field of sexual and reproductive health and 
rights. 

4.1.3. Promote human rights and social justice for all key populations, i.e. the 
populations which often suffer from punitive laws and stigmatizing policies 
and are most at risk of contracting HIV, and those who play a key role both 
in the HIV epidemic and in response to it. 

4.1.4. Scale up the demand for and the access to quality and effective sexual and 
reproductive health and rights services. 

4.1.5. Scale up the demand for and the access to quality information, which is 
essential for protecting sexual and reproductive health and rights, and 
opportunities to plan one's life. 

4.1.6. Reduce morbidity and mortality from unwanted pregnancies and unsafe 
abortions as well as sexually transmitted infections, including tuberculosis, 
HIV/AIDS, hepatitis, COVID-19, and other socially significant diseases. 

 

ARTICLE V. FORMATS OF JOINT ACTIVITIES 
5.1. Joint activities under this MoU may include, but are not limited to the following 

formats of joint actions, reflecting the expected range of activities to be 
implemented: 

5.1.1. Provision of multilateral support by the MoU Signatories, including mutual 
informational, expert, methodological, and consulting support. 

5.1.2. Organization of round tables, presentations, consultations, conferences or 
other relevant events. 

5.1.3. Other formats of joint activities that may be mutually agreed by the MoU 
Signatories or with the stakeholders. 

 

ARTICLE VI. CONDITIONS OF JOINT ACTIVITIES 
6.1. Any activities within this MoU should be carried out within the legal framework, 

i.e. in accordance with the legislation currently in force as well as the statutory 
documents of the MoU Signatories in their countries. 

6.2. The MoU Signatories shall agree on the detailed conditions and areas of using 
resources, in particular financial resources, within their joint activities under this 
MoU separately in each case. 
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6.3. The MoU Signatories recognize the importance of taking measures to coordinate 
their efforts and divide the roles of all stakeholders in their joint initiatives. 

 

ARTICLE VII. INTERACTION, COOPERATION, AND PARTNERSHIP 
7.1. In implementing this MoU, the Signatories adhere to the mechanisms including, 

but not limited to the presented below, reflecting the expected range of 
mechanisms to be used: 

7.1.1. Identify one or several focal points to communicate on joint actions and 
cooperation, which are primarily aimed at achieving the MoU goal and 
objectives. 

7.1.2. Develop and/or implement joint projects in the field of sexual and 
reproductive health and rights, including the areas of joint activities as 
defined in this MoU. 

7.1.3. Engage various parties interested in interaction, cooperation and 
partnership in their joint activities. 

7.1.4. Coordinate any other joint actions of mutual interest with regard to 
cooperation in the field of sexual and reproductive health and rights, 
including the areas of joint activities as defined in this MoU. 

 

ARTICLE VIII. COMMUNICATION CHANNELS 
8.1. The main focus of this Memorandum is ensuring multilateral participation of all 

stakeholders in achieving the goals and objectives set forth herein on a voluntary, 
transparent, ethical and conscientious basis. For this purpose, the MoU 
Signatories use various communication channels through which any MoU 
Signatory as a subject of communication can share messages and other significant 
information. 

8.2. Communication channels may not include private or personal communication, but 
can include private contacts with mass media representatives, however only 
provided that such contacts have a positive impact on the reputation of the Union 
for Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights in the Eastern Partnership Region 
(USRHREaP), including the MoU Signatories, stakeholders or any other interested 
parties. 

8.3. Preference should be given to direct and formal communication channels, which 
allow information to be transmitted directly from the person, acting as an 
informant, to the person who is to be informed (mass media representatives), 
while indirect communication channels are not encouraged as they stipulate 
indirect transmission of the information, which can significantly distort the 
content, idea or initial data to be transmitted. 

8.4. With this Memorandum, the Signatories express their willingness to scale up, 
expand, and strengthen cooperation and joint activities in the field of sexual and 
reproductive health and rights in the Eastern Partnership region. Such joint 
activities may include short-term and/or long-term joint actions. When 
implementing such short-term and/or long-term joint actions, it is most effective 
to use the communication channels complementing, consolidating and confirming 
the information shared and ensuring the engagement of as many Signatories as 
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possible to present the most adequate feedback and share truthful and accurate 
information. 

8.5. The communication channels may include but are not limited to the following, 
while reflecting the expected range of channels to be used: 

8.5.1. Identify one or several focal points to communicate on joint actions and 
cooperation, which are primarily aimed at achieving the MoU goal and 
objectives. 

8.5.2. Designated focal points rely on the information from the official websites 
of the organizations they represent. 

8.5.3. Designated focal points may use private email addresses, however 
preference should be given to the email addresses registered in the official 
domains of the organizations they represent. 

8.5.4. Such focal points rely on the information from the official pages of the 
organizations they represent in social media. 

8.5.5. Designated focal points rely on the information from the electronic digests 
of the organizations they represent. 

8.5.6. They also rely on the information from other communication channels of 
the organizations they represent, such as booklets, press releases, post 
releases, etc. 

 

ARTICLE IX. CONFIDENTIALITY 
9.1. This MoU is open for broad use as well as the List of Signatories, which is also open 

and can be published in open sources. 

9.2. When you join this MoU by providing your data, you automatically give your 
consent to save and process such data. 

9.3. USRHREaP does not collect any redundant data, and if any data becomes known 
to USRHREaP and/or the MoU Signatories in the process of MoU implementation 
or performance of any other activities, such data will not be shared with any third 
parties without the consent of the data subjects. 

 

ARTICLE X. FINAL PROVISIONS OF THE MEMORANDUM 
10.1. Anyone and anywhere can join the MoU and become its Signatory – those can be 

both individuals and legal entities located or operating either in the Eastern 
Partnership region or beyond. 

10.2. The Signatories may be several persons from the same institution or 
organization, but in the process of communication they need to reach a 
consensus on the issues related to sexual and reproductive health and rights 
(SRHR) in advance. 

10.3. To the best of their ability, the MoU Signatories should support all the MoU 
Signatories and other partners with no exception in improving their coordination 
at all levels. 
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10.4. The MoU Signatories seek to build consensus on their roles and their 
contributions to the multisectoral cooperation as well as any actions related to 
SRHR. 

10.5. The MoU Signatories seek to summarize and disseminate evidence-based data 
on the effective SRHR measures and to implement best practices within their 
programs. 

10.6. The MoU Signatories seek to engage in informational, educational and advocacy 
activities to secure political, financial and non-financial commitments with 
regard to SRHR. 

10.7. The MoU Signatories contribute to the efforts aimed at strengthening the 
accountability processes in the area of SRHR and can cooperate with their 
partners to improve SRHR monitoring, evaluation and reporting. 

10.8. The MoU Signatories contribute to accelerating the progress in ensuring 
universal access to SRHR services, including comprehensive sex education, for 
all who need such services. 

10.9. The MoU Signatories recognize the importance of comprehensive sex education, 
which has a positive impact on people’s knowledge and behavior and which can 
help delay sexual initiation, reduce the risks and promote a more equal gender 
approach. 

10.10. The MoU Signatories recognize the importance of cultural traditions, religious 
beliefs and social norms, however their existence in certain communities and 
groups should not be a reason to ignore SRHR. 

10.11. The MoU Signatories recognize the importance of including SRHR measures in 
the national plans, programs and strategies, taking into account the required 
costs, including the health funding strategies. 

10.12. This Memorandum may be amended and/or supplemented, which will be 
communicated separately to all the Signatories. In such a case, any amendments 
(extensions/additions) will not affect the implementation and/or completion of 
any projects jointly initiated by the MoU Signatories within the current 
Memorandum or any further version (edition) of the Memorandum. 

10.13. This Memorandum shall enter into force upon its publication and shall remain in 
force indefinitely. 

10.14. Any disputes regarding the interpretation or application of the MoU 
articles/provisions will be resolved by the MoU Signatories through 
consultations and negotiations. 

10.15. In case it is not possible to resolve any disputes among the MoU Signatories 
through consultations or negotiations, disinterested third parties may be 
involved in resolving such disputes for mediation in order for the MoU 
Signatories to reach a mutual agreement. 

 

ARTICLE XI. COPYRIGHT SUCCESSION 
11.1. Copyright and related rights, as well as any other intellectual property created 

within the project activities, belong to the project implementer and to the project 
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partners who made financial and/or other contributions to the project activities 
or a part thereof. 

11.2. If current and/or previous versions of the Memorandum are used as a model for 
rewriting or developing other procedures, there should always be a reference to 
this Memorandum and its authors and co-authors should be informed thereof. 

 

ARTICLE XII. SIGNATORIES: LEGAL ENTITIES 

(THE LIST IS CONSTANTLY UPDATED) 
12.1. Amie BISHOP, Senior Research Advisor, OutRight Action International, USA. 

12.2. Mavuto JAWADO, Executive Director, Umunthu Plus, Malawi. 

12.3. Mange Ram ADHANA, President, Association For Promotion Sustainable 
Development, India. 

12.4. Petro POLYANTSEV, Leader of Initiative Group, ChemBrothers, Ukraine. 

12.5. Artem VORONOV, Activist, HPLGBT – KYIV, Ukraine. 

12.6. Momchil BAEV, Sexual Health and HIV Program Manager, Single Step Foundation, 
Bulgaria. 

12.7. Kughong REUBEN CHIA, Programs Director, Organisation For Health In 
Sustainable Development, Cameroon. 

12.8. Adewale ADELEYE, Executive Director, Balanced Stewardship Development 
Association, Nigeria. 

12.9. Vitali RABINCIUC, Chairman, PULS Comunitar, Republic of Moldova. 

12.10. Yuliia DOROKHOVA, Director, All-Ukrainian League "Legallife", Ukraine. 

12.11. Grazina ALEKSAITIENE, Director, Support Fund "RIGRA", Republic of Lithuania. 

12.12. Alina SARNATSKA, Development Manager, NGO Club Eney, Ukraine. 

12.13. Marina AVRAMENKO, Media Coordinator, Sex Workers Forum Russia, Russian 
Federation. 

12.14. Alla BESSONOVA, Chair of the Board, Women's Network of Key Communities, 
Kyrgyzstan. 

12.15. Oleksandr PROKOPIUK, Humanitarian Help Manager, Kyiv Strawberry, Ukraine. 

12.16. George DELLA STELLA, Secretary General, SPIRIT Cultural NGO, Armenia. 

 

ARTICLE XIII. SIGNATORIES: INDIVIDUALS 

(THE LIST IS CONSTANTLY UPDATED) 
13.1. Deepak DHUNGEL, Nepal. 

13.2. Bohdan HAIUK, Ukraine. 

13.3. Kristine YAKHAMA, Kenya. 

13.4. Elena SHASTINA, Russian Federation. 

13.5. Egidijus RATKEVICIUS, Republic of Lithuania. 
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13.6. Yuliia DOROKHOVA, Ukraine/Arab Republic of Egypt. 

13.7. Marija RADOVIC, Republic of Slovenia. 

13.8. Roman LEDKOV, Russian Federation. 

13.9. Nenad MICOV, Republic of North Macedonia. 

13.10. Elena BERNASOVSKAYA, Republic of Belarus. 

13.11. Lyubov' PODKORYTOVA, Russian Federation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Memorandum was developed within the project “Trans women's needs in the context of SRHR” 
implemented by HPLGBT with support of Share-Net International and KIT Royal Tropical Institute. 

 
Share-Net International, KIT Royal Tropical Institute or any other partners do not bear responsibility 

for the information presented herein and may not fully support the content of this Memorandum 
and/or any other project materials. 
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